Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #23
                  *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Mike Miller & *Dee Hansen, (Gary Miller’s nephew & niece); Arletta Thomas, (Rehab); Barbara Lauver; Gerry Wiest;, Neva Cichy; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder, (Leon/Diane Shaffer’s granddaughter); Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Aaron Herb; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Randy Pomeroy; Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jacob Castellani; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Ellen Snyder; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer; Kelly Malave; Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Sue Miller; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Earl Zartman; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Deb Perkins, (Corrine Heinbaugh’s daughter); Ellie Baker
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                                                   [image: image1.emf]


                                  June 12, 2022
     First Sunday after Pentecost
   Trinity Sunday 
Pastor Shawn Bentley - Guest Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

   Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
      Valleys new email!  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Pastor Shawn Bentley, Guest Pastor
Dave Novinger, Liturgist

Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
June 12, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
1st Sunday after Pentecost/Trinity Sunday 
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.  (*Please stand as you are able)
   Prelude    
Announcements, Call to Worship                       Bob Endy                                  
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                                    
L:  Let us gather together, for we are the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ!
P:  Throughout the ages we have stood strong to proclaim Christ’s love.
      L:  And in the face of evil God’s wisdom has guided us to victory.
P:  In daily living the Holy Spirit has brought the wisdom of God for life.
L:  Then let us celebrate the wonderful nature of God’s loving grace.
 ALL:  Blessed be the name of the Lord!
      L:  Come, let us worship together.
 
*Hymn -            “Holy, Holy, Holy”                    Page 262  
*Invocation                                                           Liturgist                   
Almighty God, in times of weakness as well as strength, in times of darkness as well as light, you have blessed us. Grant that this may be a new day for each one of us. Heal the blindness of our spirits that we may have a new vision of our calling and a new awareness of our purpose. Give to us the vision to see where you go before us on life’s road that we may follow you more closely and serve you by serving others. May we discover those deep inner resources of love made available to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Psalm 8:1-9   (Responsively)                   (See Insert) Liturgist
O. Test.: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31        (See Insert) Donna Novinger                                                                           
N. Test.: Romans 5:1-5                      (See Insert) Leon Shaffer 
Hymn -                 “He Touched Me”                         Page 504
Gospel: *Sermon Text:  l:  Mark:10:46-52    (See Insert) Liturgist  
Message:                    “Cheer Up”            Pastor Shawn Bentley
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)        Liturgist
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn -   “God, Our Father, We Adore Thee”            Page 268
*Benediction                                                        Liturgist
The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”            Liturgist
Response: “And also with you.”                               Congregation

“Go now in peace.”                                                  Liturgist


Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today June 12th the First Sunday after Pentecost/Trinity Sunday! Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. 
Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
WE WELCOME AND THANK Pastor Shawn Bentley, for worshipping with us and being our Guest Speaker today June 12th! 
OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God by Ann Hale in loving memory of her husband Tom.
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
June 12 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -

               Pastor Shawn Bentley, Guest Speaker
June 14 - 5:30-6:30  - “Free Community Meal Take Out - 
June 15 - 7:00PM - Council Meeting

June 19 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online - Guest Speaker - Rev. Kristine Heckard
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday June 14, 2022, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Campfire Bundles (Meatballs, carrots, celery, potatoes), salad (Choice of French or Ranch or Italian dressing), fruit salad, dessert (Choice of Choc cake w/PB or Choc cake w/white or Yellow cake w/white or Yellow cake w/choc). Please see signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.

COUNCIL MEETING will be held on Wed. June 15 at 7:00PM

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: There will be a Congregational Meeting immediately following Worship Service on Sunday June 26 to discuss search for a new pastor.
LAY READERS: June 12 - Donna Novinger, Leon Shaffer; June 19 - Bridget Campbell, Sharon Fetterhoff; June 26 - Bob, Endy, Norine Goss  If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: June 12 - Ed & Peggy Berra; June 19 - Donna Novinger; June 26 - Bob Endy. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
1ST SCRIPTURE READING - Psalm 8:1-9 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 O Lord, our Lord, your majestic name fills the earth!
    Your glory is higher than the heavens.
2 You have taught children and infants to tell of your strength,  silencing your enemies and all who oppose you.
3 When I look at the night sky and see the work of your fingers—
    the moon and the stars you set in place—
4 what are mere mortals that you should think about them,
    human beings that you should care for them?
5 Yet you made them only a little lower than God
    and crowned them with glory and honor.
6 You gave them charge of everything you made,
    putting all things under their authority—
7 the flocks and the herds and all the wild animals,
8 the birds in the sky, the fish in the sea,
    and everything that swims the ocean currents.
9 O Lord, our Lord, your majestic name fills the earth!
2ND Reading-O.T.-Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 (NLT)
8 Listen as Wisdom calls out! Hear as understanding raises her voice! 2 On the hilltop along the road, she takes her stand at the crossroads. 3 By the gates at the entrance to the town, on the road leading in, she cries aloud, 4 “I call to you, to all of you! I raise my voice to all people.  22 “The Lord formed me from the beginning,
before he created anything else. 23 I was appointed in ages past,
 at the very first, before the earth began. 24 I was born before the oceans were created, before the springs bubbled forth their waters. 25 Before the mountains were formed, before the hills, I was born—26 before he had made the earth and fields and the first handfuls of soil. 27 I was there when he established the heavens, when he drew the horizon on the oceans. 28 I was there when he set the clouds above, when he established springs deep in the 
earth. 29 I was there when he set the limits of the seas, so they would not spread beyond their boundaries. And when he marked off the earth’s foundations, 30 I was the architect at his side. I was his constant delight, rejoicing always in his presence. 31 And how 
happy I was with the world he created; how I rejoiced with the human family!
3RD Reading - N. Test. - Romans 5:1-5  (NLT)
5 Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace with God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us. 2 Because of our faith, Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved privilege where we now stand, and we confidently and joyfully look forward to sharing God’s glory.
3 We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they help us develop endurance. 4 And endurance develops strength of character, and character strengthens our confident hope of salvation. 5 And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly God loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love.
*4th Reading Sermon Text - Gospel - Mark 10:46-52 (NLT )  
46 Then they reached Jericho, and as Jesus and his disciples left town, a large crowd followed him. A blind beggar named Bartimaeus (son of Timaeus) was sitting beside the road. 47 When Bartimaeus heard that Jesus of Nazareth was nearby, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 48 “Be quiet!” many of the people yelled at him. But he only shouted louder, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49 When Jesus heard him, he stopped and said, “Tell him to come here.” So they called the blind man. “Cheer up,” they said. “Come on, he’s calling you!” 
50 Bartimaeus threw aside his coat, jumped up, and came to Jesus. 51 “What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked. “My Rabbi,” the blind man said, “I want to see!” 52 And Jesus said to him, “Go, for your faith has healed you.” Instantly the man could see, and he followed Jesus down the road.
Reader: “The Word of God for the people of God.”
People: “Praise be to God!”
______________________________________________________________________________
JUNE GUEST SPEAKERS;
    June 12 - Pastor Shawn Bentley

    June 19 - Rev. Kristine Heckard

    June 26 - To be announced
INTERIM PASTOR:  The Elders are currently working to find an Interim Pastor.

                    Congratulation 2022 Graduates!
Hope Byerly - Daughter of Matthew and Sherry Byerly (Grandparents - Dave & Donna Novinger, Randy & Emma Byerly) graduated from Braxton County High School, WV with a 4.0 GPA. Hope works at Wal-Mart and taking advantage of the free online college through Wal-Mart for an Associate Degree in Business.

Faith Byerly - Daughter of Matthew and Sherry Byerly (Grandparents- Dave & Donna Novinger, Randy & Emma Byerly) graduated from Braxton County High School, WV with 4.1 GPA, 7th in her class. Honors: Faith has received two scholarships and two grants and she will attend Glenville State University, WV in the fall, going for an Associate Degree in Business. Faith currently works at KFC/Taco Bell and plans to continue working there while going to college.

Brooke Croutharmel - Daughter of Kevin Croutharmel and LaRay Howell (Grandparents - Dennis & Barbara Croutharmel) graduated from Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania with Bachelors in Science of Nursing (BSN). Activities: Student Nurses Association (SNA).

Dylan and Kyle Luther - Sons of Joe and Robin Kreiner Grandparent - Jane Baker) graduates from East Pennsboro High School in June.

    Nicholas Reiner - son of Victor and Karen Reiner (Grandparent - Esther Masser) graduated from Pennsylvania College of Technology with Associate Degree of Applied Science in Welding Technology. He is currently employed at BAE Systems in York, PA

Lacey Seibert - Daughter of Cherish Seibert (Grandparents- Ed & Charlene Baker) graduates from Halifax High School in June. Activities: Track and Archery, Stage crew for play. Lacey plans to attend Messiah College in the fall.

    Katie Zeigler - Daughter of Ken and Mary Zeigler (Grandparent - Jane Baker) graduates from HACC as a Dental Assistant. 
   We congratulate all 2022 graduates and wish them success in their future endeavors!
History of hymn “God, Our Father, We Adore Thee”(Pg. 268)

     “God, Our Father, We Adore Thee” is a Trinity hymn (Trinity of Father, Son, Holy Spirit), found in twenty one hymnals, including the 1991 and 2008 editions of the Baptist Hymnal.         

      Written by George W. Frazer, author of the first, second, and fourth stanzas, (he published a total of sixteen hymns in his lifetime), and the third stanza by Alfred S. Loizeaux, this hymn is an exuberant expression of adoration and praise to the triune God. Frazer was born in Ireland in 1840 as the son of a police investigator, Frazer later began working in the banking industry. At about age twenty, he was urged by his brother to hear the evangelist Grattan Guinnes in Dublin. Because of the crowds attending the meeting, Frazer and his brother were unable to enter the hall so they climbed the building to perch in an open window where they heard the message of the gospel.  As a result of this evangelistic meeting and his subsequent conversion, Frazer eventually left his employment at the bank to commit his full attention to evangelism. He lived to age 56, and was greatly admired for his nearness and devotion to God.

     Almost exclusively “God, Our Father, We Adore Thee” has been associated with the tune BEECHER. Composed by John Zundel in 1870, BEECHER was first published in Zundel’s Christian Heart Songs in 1870, where it was wed to “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” by Charles Wesley. Zundel named the tune for his pastor, Henry Ward Beecher, but it is also known as ZUNDEL. The tune has been used primarily with the Wesley hymn, but others, such as the hymn from Frazer, employ it almost exclusively.

      “God, Our Father, We Adore Thee,” first appeared in Hymns of Praise for the Young in 1882, and Hymns of Grace and Truth in 1903, and was subsequently published in nineteen other hymnals. Its original setting included only three stanzas: the first, second, and fourth stanzas. A third stanza centered on the work of the Holy Spirit appeared later and was written by Alfred S. Loizeaux (1877–1962). In its modern version with the full four stanzas, the hymn follows the traditional structure of a Trinitarian hymn in which stanza one focuses on God the Father, stanza two on God the Son, stanza three on the Holy Spirit, and is completed by stanza four which offers a doxology of praise to the Trinity.
Attendance: 
In-person worship for June 5 was 42. 
Face book views for June 5 as of June 8 were 42.
Face Book views for May 26 as of June 8 were 50.
MISSION OFFERING donations (May thru August) go to “Back to School Project” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

Link for “Holy, Holy, Holy” (NICAEA)  (Pg 262 Red Hymnal) 

https://youtu.be/XsXPTBkhqfQ?t=1
 https://youtu.be/aWyBDgQqQjQ  (with singing)

He Touched Me” (Pg 504)

https://youtu.be/YcugNHOUfps?t=4    
History of Hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy!" is a Christian hymn written by the Anglican bishop Reginald Heber (1783–1826). It is sung to the tune "Nicaea", by John Bacchus Dykes. Written during the author's time as vicar in Hodnet, Shropshire, England in the early 1800s. It is one of Heber's most popular compositions, enduring into the 21st century in many Christian traditions. Intended for use on Trinity Sunday, the text invites worshipers to join in praising the trinitarian deity, paraphrasing Revelation 4:1–11, written during a period in which the author was prolific, writing more than 100 hymns, many having survived to modern times.  
     It is considered the author's best known and most widely used hymn, and remains popular in many denominations. It has been described as one of the rare hymns which appears "in just about every hymnal" and performed and recorded in various styles, by different artists.

     The tune for this hymn, Nicaea, was composed by John Bacchus Dykes for the first edition of Hymns Ancient and Modern in 1861. The tune name is a tribute to the First Council of Nicaea – held by the Roman Emperor Constantine I in 325 – which formalized the doctrine of the Trinity.  
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​History of hymn “He Touched Me” Page 504

    “He Touched Me” was composed in 1963, soon after the couple’s wedding in 1962. While not their first song, “He Touched Me” was the first of several early songs that defined their career, including “Because he lives” (1971), “Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, There’s just something about that name” (1970), and “The King is coming” (1970). Though the songs were recorded by many notable gospel singers, the Bill Gaither Trio, begun by Bill in 1956, made them popular initially. Bill’s melodies were so singable that soon the songs became adapted for congregational use. The first version of “He Touched Me” to appear in hymn form was in Hymns for the Family of God (Nashville, 1976), edited by Fred Bock. Gloria, a writer and poet, joined the trio in 1964 and remained the ensemble’s primary alto until the disbanding of the group in 1991.

    The song’s origins are described in this account:

    Bill Gaither’s inspiration for the writing of the song “He Touched Me” came very late one night. He had been asked to play the piano for a revival meeting in Huntington, Indiana. He was accompanying [award-winning gospel singer] Doug Oldham [1930-2010], who was providing the music for his father, Dr. Dale Oldham, the speaker for the evening. After the meeting, as the three rode back to Bill’s home in Anderson, Indiana, they discussed how deeply they had felt the Spirit at the meeting. Dr. Oldham dropped Bill off at home and his parting words were, “You should write a song that says, ‘He touched me, oh, He touched me’” (Australia, 2004, n.p.). Gaither completed the song, working throughout the night, and revised it with Gloria the next morning. Doug Oldham first recorded it in 1964, followed quickly by the Bill Gaither Trio and other notable artists including The Imperials (1965), Elvis Presley (1972), Tennessee Ernie Ford (1977), and, more recently, Steven Curtis Chapman (2013).   
     Though inspired by a revival sermon, touch was a significant part of Jesus’ healing ministry, both touching others and others touching him. For example, a woman with a flow of blood touched Jesus from behind (Matthew 9:20-21). The sick begged Jesus to let them touch the hem of his cloak (Matthew 14:35-36; Mark 3:10; 6:56). The blind man at Bethsaida begged Jesus touch him (Mark 8:22). The story of the leper that begged Jesus to cleanse 
History of hymn “He Touched Me” Page 504
him (Matthew 8:1-3; Luke 5:12-13) corresponds particularly well with the refrain of the song. 
    The strength of this song lies in its combination of personal witness and biblical narrative. On the one hand, this song is a first-person account of an encounter with Jesus who transformed the singer’s life stained with “guilt and shame” (stanza 1) to a life “cleansed and made. . . whole” (stanza 2). On the other hand, this song bears witness to several biblical narratives and extends them to the present day. The singer of this hymn steps into the biblical story.

    While the stanzas describe the encounter, it is the refrain that communicates the ecstasy of the moment—“oh the joy that floods my soul.” This was a wondrous encounter—“something happened”—that cannot be explained. The result is that the singer has been “made. . . whole.”
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Link to hymn: “God, Our Father, We Adore Thee” (Pg. 268)
       https://youtu.be/IZIU0kgQ2Hk?t=3 
       https://youtu.be/RkjiYKCOuWI 

  (This tune is familiar; it is the tune for “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”)
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #23                          June 12, 2022                                 “Cheer Up”

                                     First Sunday after Pentecost/Trinity Sunday

This Sunday Pastor Shawn Bentley is our Special Speaker. This meditation, written by Marie Herb, is a reflection on Trinity Sunday and also the scripture Pastor Shawn will speak about. We pray this devotional will be meaningful to you. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship: 

L: Let us gather together, for we are the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ!
P: Throughout the ages we have stood strong to proclaim Christ’s love.
L: And in the face of evil God’s wisdom has guided us to victory.

P: In daily living the Holy Spirit has brought the wisdom of God for life.

L:  Then let us celebrate the wonderful nature of God’s loving grace

ALL:  Blessed be the name of the Lord!
L: Come, let us worship together.

Invocation:  

Almighty God, in times of weakness as well as strength, in times of darkness as well as light, you have blessed us. Grant that this may be a new day for each one of us. Heal the blindness of our spirits that we may have a new vision of our calling and a new awareness of our purpose. Give to us the vision to see where you go before us on life’s road that we may follow you more closely and serve you by serving others. May we discover those deep inner resources of love made available to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.

Readings: *indicates sermon text

Responsive: Psalm 8:1-9
Old Testament: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
New Testament: Romans 5:1-5
*Gospel: Mark 10:46-52
Meditation: “Cheer Up”

Last Sunday we celebrated Pentecost. The day marking the birth of the church, when the Holy Spirit came and filled believers of Jesus Christ through an outpouring of God's Spirit of Truth. The Holy Spirit would lead, guide, embolden, correct, etc. the first believers to go out into the world and spread the message of Jesus Christ to all nations. The Holy Spirit made this possible through the gift of speaking in tongues; people from everywhere could understand what the disciples were teaching in their own native language. Truly the amazing grace of Almighty God! This spark would ignite a Holy-Fire blaze that grew the early church immensely.  The same Holy Spirit is given today as a gift to every believer, as we continue to sow the seeds to further God's Kingdom on earth. 

  
The Sunday that follows Pentecost is known as Trinity Sunday. God is one; there is one God, yet we see God in three distinct persons: Creator- Father, Jesus -Savior & Son of God, and Holy Spirit -Divine Helper and Counselor. While the Bible never states the word 'trinity', we see the words and works of all three distinct persons throughout the scriptures. It can be a hard concept to understand if you attempt to think about it, but that's where faith comes into the picture. We don't truly need to understand the complexities, after all our minds are finite, where the LORD is infinite. We simply need to believe. Child-like faith is pleasing to our Heavenly Father. One way to think of this is the various ways that each of us is known to others; perhaps someone is a father, but he is also a son, yet to another a husband and friend. All are the same person, yet known in different and distinct ways. 

     
In a town in Missouri, there is the story of a forgotten child. The boy's name is Greg. Due to abuse and neglect from his biological parents, Greg was slow to speak and walk. Mercifully, he was released for adoption, and was adopted by a couple who adopted an older boy as well. They lived in a small town, where talk travels fast, and comments were made under breath about the couple's inability to have "real" children, as though the adopted children were somehow 'less real'. Greg and his parents and older brother started attending a church. When the older boy became old enough to attend confirmation class, the Pastor was informed that neither of the boys had been baptized. Upon request of the boys, they were both baptized on Pentecost 1996. A week later, on Trinity Sunday, the Pastor taught a children's sermon on the names of God. He talked with the children about all the names we have - mother, son, niece, etc..  Greg said, "I have three names..no, I have four - Gregory Matthew Hug...Christian!" God touched the life of this child far deeper than anyone had imagined, helping Greg to "see" in a way that too many of us miss. From the lips of children, God receives praise. (This is a true story and it is his real name. Both Greg's parents and Greg gave permission for this to be shared.)

     
In the book of Proverbs, chapter 8 wisdom calls out to all mankind, raising her voice to all who will hear and listen. We hear wisdom as one of the many aspects of God's character: wisdom, prudence, knowledge, discretion, the fear of the LORD, hating all that is evil (pride, arrogance, evil behavior & perverse speech), counsel & sound judgment, and understanding and power. As we read further, we see Jesus and the Holy Spirit as the one "the LORD brought forth as the first of his works, before his deeds of old; I was appointed from eternity, from the beginning, before the world began...”  The verses go on to tell of the magnificence of our God through the works of the Holy trinity creating the world & all that is within it, the heavens, the boundaries of the oceans, and the foundations of earth. Throughout it all, Jesus and Holy Spirit were the "craftsman" by his side, filled with the delight of being in the presence of His Father, rejoicing in His whole creation. How great is our God!!!  All around us creation sings, and we witness His goodness in so many ways with each new day He gives us, feeling the presence of the Holy Spirit. I want us to read a bit further in this passage of scripture because there is an important word for us:  "Now then, my sons, listen to me; blessed are those who keep my ways. Listen to my instruction; do not ignore it. Blessed is the man who listens to me, watching daily at my doors, waiting at my doorway. For whoever finds me finds life and receives favor from the LORD."

   
The gospel story we are focusing on today comes from Mark chapter 10, verses 46 -52. As with all scripture, so much insight is revealed in a small passage. Jesus and the disciples find themselves being followed by crowds of people who have heard about Jesus and the amazing miracles that he has done. Each time Jesus goes into a new town, it doesn't take long till people are flocking to him. Almost like sheep drawn to the Shepherd they trust. Some are curious, some in desperate need, others skeptical and want to see what all the commotion is about. Regardless, Jesus is known throughout the region. Here on the road to Jericho sits blind Bartimaeus, begging for the kindness of travelers. Bartimaeus may be blind, but his other senses are keenly in tune to his surroundings; he does more than hear - he listens. You can almost imagine him listening to the excitement in the voices of the crowd around him, asking someone what is happening, who is coming? Surely only someone of importance would inspire such a receiving! He is told that Jesus of Nazareth is close by. Now, Nazareth is not known to be a popular destination, nor was it given much respect as a hometown. Perhaps you might remember one of Jesus' disciples (before he became one) when being told about Jesus of Nazareth, replying with, "Nazareth?! Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" 

    
But when Bartimaeus hears this response, he has heard of Jesus and immediately starts shouting, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" He gets right to the heart of the issue in what he has heard Jesus do for others and desires this mercy for himself too. He understands in faith that Jesus is much more.  Did you catch the title that Bartimaeus called Jesus? He said 'Son of David', recognizing Jesus' authority as God's anointed one, the long expected Messiah, whose dominion and sovereignty as Messiah is universal. In the first chapter of the gospel of Matthew we see the genealogical lineage of Jesus, as thought through Joseph, leading back to King David and then even further back to Abraham. But we're not really talking about an earthly kingship lineage here. Jesus posed a question to the Pharisees, who were the teachers of the law, in Matthew 22: 42 -45 asking, "What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?"  "The son of David," they replied. Then Jesus said to them, "How is then that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls him 'Lord'? For he says, " 'The Lord said to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies under your feet." '  If then David calls him, 'Lord,' how can he be his son?"  

    
While Bartimaeus may be blind, it is apparent that he has heard and knows the prophecies of the coming Messiah through the lineage of King David, and while he is shouting to draw Jesus' attention, others in the crowd are trying to hush him to be quiet. This doesn't dissuade Bartimaeus, who shouts even louder, "Son of David, have mercy on me!"  Faith doesn't give up, it persists, even when others try to get you to let it go - great faith loudly proclaims God's mercy before it exists to be seen by all.  Psalm 4: verse 1 says, "Answer me when I call to you, O my righteous God. Give me relief from my distress; be merciful to me and hear my prayer."

         Jesus hears Bartimaeus' loud pleas and tells those around him, "Tell him to come here." Suddenly the people in the crowd take on a different tone with Bartimaeus, instead of trying to bully him to be quiet, they are now encouraging him to "Cheer up, come on, he's calling you!" Bartimaeus is so excited he throws his cloak aside, jumps up and instantly is going to Jesus. Nothing else was more important than going to Jesus! We don't have the details how he did this, but the important part is that whether through the help of those around him or just simply moving forward in faith, he found Jesus. And Jesus asks him, "What do you want me to do for you?" To which Bartimaeus replied, "Rabbi, I want to see."  Jesus tells him, "Go. Your faith has healed you," and immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus. No amount of darkness is too much to be overcome by the persistent faith in the Savior.

We see through Bartimaeus' healing what the Apostle Paul revealed in Romans chapter 5 that "being justified through faith, we have peace with God through Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand."  What a joyous hope we have of the glory of God. Hope does not disappoint us because God pours out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has freely given us. How great is our God!!!

Many of the Psalms sing of the Glory of God and the wonder of all His creation. We sing some of these songs during worship each Sunday. One I have always been fond of is "How Majestic Is Your Name". It's short by the standards of some other hymns, but it is so powerful in worship of our Heavenly Father, probably because it is taken directly from the scripture of Psalm 8: verses 1 and 9. 

 -O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth,

-O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth


-O Lord, we praise -Your name, O Lord, -we magnify Your name, Prince of Peace, 


mighty God; O Lord God Almighty

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Pray with me:

Eternal Father, You are amazing beyond any words. Your works in all creation are beautiful and glorious and we thank You for loving us all. In Your perfect time and will, You set the boundaries of the heavens and the oceans and laid the foundations of the earth. Through it all, the presence of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit were in perfect union. All praise and honor and glory to You, our LORD! Forgive us Lord, when we have not loved and honored You as we should, when we have taken for granted each day You breath life into us, and when we have neglected or wronged those around us. We praise You for sending Jesus to provide the way for us to have a relationship with You, to feel Your presence in the Holy Spirit actively working in our lives. What is man that You are mindful of him and care for him, yet that is who You are!  Lord, help us each moment to listen to You, to walk with You, and to serve You wherever the leading of the Holy Spirit takes us. Through all things may the LORD be glorified! We pray for all people who are hurting, whether by physical illness, emotional pain, or the brokeness of communities torn by divisions and war. Father, touch each person in Your mercy, praising You that you meet us in our time of need with Your perfect will. Whether in joy or sorrow, Lord You are there and we thank You for Your great faithfulness. Grow our faith each day through the Word. We pray all these things through the precious name of Jesus. O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth! 

We Pray these things in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . Our Father,  . . . Amen
Benediction:

The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.
